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HERE is not fo variable a thin 
ture as a Lady’s Head-dreft + 

own Memory I have known it rife and 

fall above ins Degrees.. About ten 

ago it fhot up to avery great Height, info- 

that the Female Part of our Species were 

taller than the Men. The Women were of 

lan enormous Stature, that we appearéd as Graf; 

s before them : At prefent the whole Sex is in 

ner dwarfed and fhrunk into a Rice of Beau- 


feems almoft another Species. [remem- , 


Wleveral Ladies, who were once very near feven 
et high, that at prefent want fome Inches of 
# How they came to be thus curtailed I cannot 
um ;. whether the whole Sex be atipseéent un- 
# any Pennance which we know nothigy'of, or 
Mther they have caft their Hx ad-drefies .an order 
Mfurprize us: with fomethirg in that’Kind which 
fll be entirely new; or whether fonte of the 
eft of the Sex, being too cunning for ‘the reft, 
We contrived this Method to make themfelves ap- 
Mr fizeable, is ftrll a Secret; tho’ I find moft 
Pof Opinion, they are at frefent like Trees new 
ped and pruned, that will certainly {ptout up 
iflourifh with greater Heads than beforé.: For 
own Part; as | do not love to be infulted by 
Romen who are taller than my felf, I admire the 
B much more in their prefent Humiliction, which 
t reduced themt to their natural Djntenfions, 


hn when they had extended their Perfons, and - 


Pgthened .themfelves out’ into formidable and 
fatick Figures. 1 any aot for adding td the 
autiful Edifices of Natyre, nor for, raifipg an 
imfical Superftructure pon her Plana t 
fore repeat it, that I am highly pleafed: with 
® Coiffure now in Fofligon "and think it fhews 
Bt good Senfe whiclr at prefent very much reigns 
Mongthe valuable Part-of-the Sex.- One ‘may 


‘Pains than Men to adorn the Outfide of 
Heads 5*and indeed Fvery' much admire, that 
¢ Female, Atchitedéts wh 


a that. Women in-all. Ages. shave, tak@n | 


) raife fuch wonderful 


bftures out’ of Ribbands, Lace and Wire, have: 


recorded for their re ‘pective Inventions, 


in Na-. 
ithin my, 


rout, , 


awit 


It is certain there has been 4s many Orders in thefe. . 
Kinds of Building, as in thofe. which have been * 
made of Marble: Sometimes they rife inthe Shape 
of a Pyramid, fometimes like a ‘Tower, and fome- 
times like aSteeple. Im Guvenal’s Time,the Build- 
ing grew by .feveral Orders,and Stories, as he ‘has 
very humoroufly defcribed it. ,,, are 


Tot premit ordinibaus, tot adhue compagibws alegm 
FEdificat caput: Andremachen & fronse videbss 5, 
Pot minor e : Aliam credas. , Juv. 


But I do not remember, in any Part of my Rezding, 
that the Head-drefs afpifed to fo. great an Exirava- 
ance. as in the fourteerth: Century ; when it was 
uilt up in a couple of Cones or Spires, which ftood., 
fo exceffively high omeach Side of the Head, tha€~ 
a Woman who was but a Pigmie without her Head- 
drefs, appeared like a Colofjus upon putting it on. 
Monfieur Paradin fays, * That thefe old fathi ; 
¢ Fontanges rofe an Ell above the Head ; ‘thar th 
‘ wete poitited bike Steeples, and had lorlg loofe 
‘ Pieces of ‘Grape faftened tothe Tops of them, 
‘ which: were cutioufly ‘fringed and hung down 
« thei Backs like Streamers,” ; ' 


es . ba 2 
. ‘a ‘ae ws. oA i “e 
The Womeén might poffibly have carriéd: thi 
Gothick Building teach Righe?, had , not nite d 
Monk, Thoms Cone by Name; attached i-ayith 
reat Zeal and Refolution. ' This holy Mantrtvel~" 
ed from Place to Place to preach _dowm this inon-, 


_ ftrous Commodei;. and fuccagded fo well-in its: shat: 


as the Magicians facrificed theit*Books to the Flames » 
upon the preaching of ar hpattle, many of the 
Wonten threw down theit Héad-dreffesintBé Mid- , 
dle of his Sermon, and made a Bonfré of ‘them 
within Sight of the Pulpit. He. was fo renown- 
ed, -as well forthe Sanétity of -his' Life as-his Man- 
ner of preaching, that he had often a Congregati-, 
on of twenty thoufand People; the Men placing 
themfelves on the one Side-of his Pulpit and the 
Wamen on the, other, that appeared (to ufe the. 
Similitude of an thgenious Writer) like a, Forreft 
of Cedars with their Heads reaching to the Cldvds. 
He 









watmed and animated the People againft this 
fhe io en tar it lay sale a kind of 
Perfecution ; and wheriever it appeared in Publick 
was pelted down by the Rabble, who flung Stones 
at the Perlons that wore it. But notwith{tanding 
this Prodigy vanifhed while the Preachet was among 
them, it began to’ appeafiagain fome Months after 
ser ¢ The Women that, like Snails inaF. right, 
¢ had drawn in theit Horns, fhot them out again 
é as foonas the Danger was over.’ This Extra- 
vagance of the Womens Head-dreffes in that Age; 
is taken Notice of by Monfieur Argentré in his Hi- 
ftory of Bretagne, by other Hittotians as well 
as the Perfon | have here quoted. 


It is ufaally obfeeved; That 4 good Reign is the 
only proper ‘Time for the making of Laws againft 
the Exorbitance of Power: In the fame Manner an 
exceffive Head-drefs may be attacked the moft ef- 
fe&tually when the Fafhion is againft it. I dothere- 
fore recommend this Paper to my female Readets 
by way of Prevention. 


I would define the fair Sex to eonfider, how im- 
poffible it is fore them toadd any thing that can be 
ornamental to what is already the Mafterpiece of 
Nature. The Head has the moft beautiful Appea- 
rance, as well as the higheft Station, in a humane 

» Figure. Nature has laid ont all her Art im beautify- 
itig the Face: She has touched it with Vermillion, 
sd ity it a double Row of Ivory, made it the 

t of Smiles and Bilufhes, ligh ——- en- 

livened it with the Brightnefs of the Eyes; hung 
it on each Side with curious Organs of Senfe, given 
jt Airs and Graces that cannot be defcribed, a  fur- 
rounded it with fuch a flowing Shade of Hair as 
fets all its Beauties in the moft agreeable Light: In 
Short, fhe feems to have d the Head as the 
Cupola to'the moft-glorious of her Works ; and 
when we load it with ch : Pile of fu e etary 
Ornaments, we deftroy the of the humane 
ng foolifhly contrive to’ call off the Eye 
from great and real Beauties, to childifh Gew-gaws, 
Ribbands, and Boné:lace. 
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Her Majefty’s Company of Comedians. 
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is fold ray hers onfon, at Shakefpear’s Head .over- 
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